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THE STATE OF TEXAS § 
CITY OF BROWNSVILLE § 
COUNTY OF CAMERON § 
 
 
 MINUTES of a Special Meeting of the City Commission of the City of 
Brownsville, Texas, held in the Commission Chambers, on the Second Floor of the 
Brownsville City Hall – Federal Building, located at 1001 East Elizabeth Street, 
Brownsville, Cameron County, Texas, on Monday, March 18, 2008, at 5:15 P.M., 5:45 
P.M. and 6:00 P.M. with the following members present: 

 

PAT M. AHUMADA, JR.   MAYOR 
RICARDO LONGORIA, JR.  ) 
CHARLIE ATKINSON   ) 
CARLOS A. CISNEROS  ) 
EDWARD C. CAMARILLO  ) 
ANTHONY P. TROIANI   ) 
LEONEL T. GARZA   ) COMMISSIONERS 
 

CHARLIE CABLER    CITY MANAGER 

 JAMES R. GOZA     CITY ATTORNEY 

ESTELA VON HATTEN    CITY SECRETARY 
 
 
 

A quorum being present, Mayor Pat M. Ahumada, Jr., asked Ms. Estela Von Hatten, 

City Secretary, to read the call to consider the following matters as posted and filed for 

the record in The Office of the City Secretary on February 29, 2008: 

 
 

_______________________________ 
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WORKSHOP: 
 

a) Discussion regarding alternative fuel.  
 

The workshop was re-scheduled for April 1, 2008. 
 

___________________________ 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
 
 Upon motion by Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani, seconded by Commissioner 

Carlos A. Cisneros and carried unanimously, Mayor Pat M. Ahumada, Jr., convened the 

Executive Session to discuss the following items:  
 

A) Consultation with attorney pursuant to Section 551.071, of the Texas 
Government Code, regarding pending litigation.   

 
B) Discussion pursuant to Section 551.087, of the Texas Government Code, 

regarding economic developments.    
 

C) Discussion pursuant to Section 551.072, of the Texas Government Code, 
regarding real property.   

 
___________________________ 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING:  
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  UNITED STATES PLEDGE  *  TEXAS PLEDGE 

 The U.S. Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Mayor Pat M. Ahumada, Jr.  The 

Texas Pledge was lead by Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr. 
 

INVOCATION: 

 The invocation was given by Mr. Alex Resendez of Brownsville, Texas. 
 
 

___________________________ 
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ACTION ON ITEMS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

A) Consideration and ACTION on Resolution Number 2008-036 delineating 
and assigning planning work for the Historic Downtown Revitalization 
Project.  

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani, seconded by Commissioner 

Ricardo Longoria, Jr., and carried unanimously, Resolution Number 2008-036 was 

approved, delineating and assigning planning work for the Historic Downtown 

Revitalization Project. 

 
B) Consideration and ACTION on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

between Sports Arena Properties, Inc. (SAPI) and the City of Brownsville.   
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani, seconded by Commissioner 

Leonel T. Garza and carried unanimously, a Memorandum of Understanding (third 

implementation) was authorized for execution between Sports Arena Properties, Inc. 

(SAPI) and the City of Brownsville. 

___________________________ 
 
 Upon motion by Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr., seconded by 

Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani and carried unanimously, the order of agenda items 

remained as scheduled. 

 
1. MAYOR’S REPORT 

Dr. Sandra Garcia, Environmental Volunteer, delivered a report on current 

activities on behalf of the City of Brownsville, including a proposed grant application. 

 
2. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT 

Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo noted that a waterway cleanup had begun at 

the Event Center. 

Commissioner Carlos A. Cisneros thanked City staff for their assistance in 

Washington, DC. 
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Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani thanked City staff for their assistance in 

Washington, DC and staff of the Brownsville Convention and Visitors Bureau staff for 

their assistance in Sister City, San Miguel De Allende, Mexico. 
 

3. PROCLAMATIONS:  Mittie Pullam 
      (Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani) 
 
 Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo read a proclamation recognizing Ms. Mittie 

Pullam, the City’s first African-American Brownsville Independent School District 

Educator and Principal for being in inspiration to her students and being a community 

leader.  The proclamation was accepted by Ms. Laura Arroyo-Miniel and former 

students of Ms. Pullam.  
 
      Lopez High School  
      Criminal Justice Program 

Skills Day Achievements 
      (Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr.) 
 
 Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr., read a proclamation recognizing the Lopez 

High School Criminal Justice Program for achievements in district competition.  

Participating students and coaches accepted the proclamation. 
 
      Arbor Day 
      (Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo) 
 
 Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo read a proclamation recognizing March 27, 

2008 as the 136th anniversary of “Arbor Day”.  Mr. Joe Lee Rubio, President of the 

Brownsville Beautification Committee accepted the proclamation. 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
 

Mr. Dagoberto Barrera expressed his opposition to the proposed purchase of land 

adjacent to the Brownsville Sports Park. 

Mr. Antonio Martinez, Brownsville Citizens Advisory Committee member 

(BCAC), expressed his opposition to removing Rev. Jerry Frank from the BCAC. 
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Mr. Fernando Ruiz expressed his opposition to the proposed purchase of land 

adjacent to the Brownsville Sports Park. 

Ms. Rose Gomez, BCAC member, expressed her opposition to the removal of Rev. 

Jerry Frank from the BCAC. 

Mr. Alex Resendez, expressed his concern regarding the hiring of a lobbying firm 

to represent the City in Washington, DC. 

Ms. Sue Alton, BCAC member, expressed her opposition to the removal of Rev. 

Jerry Frank from the BCAC.  She also delivered Ms. Celina Serrata’s message of 

opposition to the removal of Rev. Jerry Frank from the BCAC. 

___________________________ 
 
 

5. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

All consent Agenda Items listed were considered to be routine by the City 
Commission and were approved by one motion.   

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr., seconded by 

Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani and carried unanimously, Consent Agenda Items “a” 

through “h” were approved. 

ITEMS No. “a” through “h” 
 

a) Approval of the Minutes of the Special Meeting of March 3, 2008. 
 
b) Authorization for the following individuals to incur travel expense:  

 
Employee Department Destination                  Date   
Norma H. Zamora BUS Austin, TX  March 27 – 28, 2008 
Rosie Garza BUS Tallahassee, FL April 3 – 4, 2008 
Norma H. Zamora BUS Waco, TX  April 11 – 15, 2008 
Joe Martinez Fire New Braunfels, TX March 27 – 30, 2008 
Desi Tristan Fire New Braunfels, TX March 27 – 30, 2008 
Oscar Garcia Fire New Braunfels, TX March 27 – 30, 2008 
Guadalupe Villarreal Fire New Braunfels, TX March 27 – 30, 2008 
Jeff Johnston OEM College Station, TX April 7 – 10, 2008 
Jeff Johnston OEM Corpus Christi, TX April 16 – 17, 2008 
Jeff Johnston OEM Galveston, TX  May 19 – 22, 2008 
Alfonso Vallejo Planning Austin, TX  April 20 – 22, 2008  
Alfonso Vallejo Planning San Antonio, TX April 22 – 23, 2008 
Joe Barrios Police College Station, TX March 30 – April 18, 2008 
Damon K. Hines Police College Station, TX March 30 – April 18, 2008 
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Juan Hernandez, Jr. Police Austin, TX  April 28 – 29, 2008 
Manuel Lucio Police Austin, TX  April 28 – 29, 2008 
Santana Torres Public Works Laredo, TX  March 30 – April 2, 2008 
Martino Trevino Public Works Laredo, TX  March 30 – April 2, 2008 
 

Ms. Norma Zamora, BUS Director, will attend the “Texas Transit Board of 

Directors’ Meeting” on March 27-28, 2008, in Austin, Texas. 

Ms. Rosie Garza, BUS Safety & Training Coordinator, will attend the “Bus 

Operator Trainer Course”, sponsored by the Transportation Safety Institute, on April 

3-4, 2008, in Tallahassee, Florida. 

 Ms. Norma Zamora, BUS Director, will attend the “2008 Texas Transit 

Conference & Expo and Bus Roadeo”, sponsored by Texas Transit Association on 

April 11-15, 2008, in Waco, Texas. 

 Firefighters Joe Martinez, Desi Tristan, Oscar Garcia and Guadalupe 

Villarreal will attend a “Flood & Swiftwater Class”, sponsored by Rescue Training 

International Canada, on March 27-30, 2008, in New Braunfels, Texas. 

 Mr. Jeff Johnston, Office of Emergency Management Director, will attend the 

“2008 Hurricane Rehearsal of Concept (ROC) Drill”, sponsored by the Texas A&M 

Texas Engineering Extension Service (TEEX), on April 7-10, 2008, in College 

Station, Texas. 

 Mr. Jeff Johnston, Office of Emergency Management Director, will attend the 

“2008 Hurricane Readiness for Coastal Communities”, sponsored by the Texas 

Governor’s Division of Emergency Management, on April 16-17, 2008, in Corpus 

Christi, Texas. 

 Mr. Jeff Johnston, Office of Emergency Management Director, will attend the 

“2008 Hurricane Conference”, sponsored by the Texas Governor’s Division of 

Emergency Management, on May 19-22, 2008, in Galveston, Texas. 

 Mr. Alfonso Vallejo, MPO Planner, will attend the “2008 Texas 

Transportation Forum”, sponsored by TxDOT, on April 20-22, 2008, in Austin, Texas. 
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 Mr. Alfonso Vallejo, MPO Planner, will attend the “Border Trade Advisory 

Committee Meeting”, sponsored by TxDOT, on April 22-23, 2008, in San Antonio, 

Texas. 

 Police Sgts. Joe Barrios and Damon K. Hines will attend Module 1 of the 

“Leadership Command College of the Law Enforcement Management Institute of 

Texas” (LEMIT), sponsored by Texas A&M University, on March 30-April 18, 2008, 

in College Station, Texas. 

 Police Crime Scene Investigators Juan Hernandez, Jr., and Manuel Lucio will 

attend the “Techniques for Investigating Violent Crime Scenes” Seminar, sponsored 

by the Texas Police Association, on April 28-29, 2008, in Austin, Texas. 

 Mr. Santana Torres, Public Works Director, and Mr. Martino Treviño, Landfill 

Supervisor, will attend the “2008 Annual Conference”, sponsored by TxSWANA, on 

March 30 – April 2, 2008, in Laredo, Texas. 
 

c) APPROVAL on SECOND and FINAL READING of 
Ordinance Number 2008-1486 to extend the term of the 
Downtown Revitalization Advisory Committee (DRAC) 
indefinitely from the date of this amendment.   

 
d) APPROVAL on SECOND and FINAL READING of 

Ordinance Number 2008-1487 to abandon and close a portion 
of Taylor Avenue between University Boulevard and May 
Street, and to accept a new right-of-way alignment.  

 
e) APPROVAL on SECOND and FINAL READING of 

Ordinance Number 235-2008-013 to rezone, from Medium 
Retail “G” (3CG) to Dwelling “G” (DG) Classification, Lot 
14-A, 14-B and 14-C, Block 2 of El Valle Grande Subdivision, 
Section 1 Replat, located near Alton Gloor Boulevard and 
Madrid Avenue.  

 
f) APPROVAL on SECOND and FINAL READING of 

Ordinance Number 235-2008-014 to rezone, from Dwelling 
“Z” (DZ) to Medium Retail “G” (3CG) Classification, Lot 7 
Block 6 of Cameron Park Subdivision located at 4627 
Paredes Line Road, Brownsville, Texas.  
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g) APPROVAL on SECOND and FINAL READING of 
Ordinance Number 235-2008-015-S to allow a General Retail 
Specific Use (tire shop, 4C) in a Medium Retail (3C) area for 
Lot 4 Block 2 of Tandy’s Corner Subdivision located near 
Highway 100 and FM 803.  

 
h) APPROVAL on SECOND and FINAL READING of 

Ordinance Number 235-2008-601 to rezone, from Dwelling 
“A” (DA) to Medium Commercial “G” (6CG) Classification, 
Lots 13 thru 16 and Lots 31 thru 33 of Block 16 of Barreda 
Garden Subdivision located near FM 1732 and US Highway 
281.   

___________________________ 
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS: 
 
6. Consideration and ACTION to appoint one (1) member to the Brownsville 

Beautification Committee.   
 

Mayor Pat M. Ahumada, Jr., moved that Dr. Sandra Garcia be appointed to the 

Brownsville Beautification Committee.  The motion failed due to lack of a second. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr., seconded by 

Commissioner Leonel T. Garza and carried unanimously, Mr. Carlos Ayala was 

appointed to the Brownsville Beautification Committee. 

7. Consideration and ACTION on removal of one or more members of the 
Brownsville Citizens Advisory Committee (BCAC) and appointments to fill 
vacancies.  (TABLED) 

 
Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo noted that Ms. Minnie Garza had resigned 

and that he would like to appoint Ms. Berta Alonso.  Upon determining that a Public 

Service Application was not presented prior to meeting time, Commissioner Camarillo 

moved to withdraw his motion.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ricardo 

Longoria, Jr. and carried unanimously. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo, seconded by 

Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr., and carried unanimously, action on Ms. Alonso’s 

appointment was tabled until the next regular meeting of the Commission. 



Minutes – March 18, 2008 – Page 9 of 15 
 

 Commissioner Leonel T. Garza moved that Rev. Jerry Frank be removed from 

the Brownsville Citizens Advisory Committee.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr., but no vote was taken.   

After lengthy discussion, regarding Commissioners’ concerns, Commissioner 

Anthony P. Troiani moved that the item be tabled and that Commissioners meet with 

Rev. Jerry Frank to discuss their concerns.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Carlos A. Cisneros and carried unanimously.  

___________________________ 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
8. Public Hearing and ACTION on FIRST READING of Ordinance Number 

2008-1488 to authorize the closure of a portion of Old Alice Road located 
north of Emilia Lane.  

 
Mr. Ben Medina, Director of Planning and Community Development, noted that 

the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of the ordinance. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Charlie Atkinson, seconded by Commissioner 

Ricardo Longoria, Jr., and carried unanimously, the public hearing was closed. 

Commissioner Charlie Atkinson moved that Ordinance Number 2008-01488 be 

adopted on first reading to authorize the closure of a portion of Old Alice Road located 

north of Emilia Lane.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, 

Jr., and carried unanimously. 

9. Public Hearing and ACTION on FIRST READING of Ordinance Number 
235-2008-016 to rezone, from Dwelling “G” to General Retail “G” (4CG) 
Classification, 17.605 acres out of Share 12 of Espiritu Santo Grant located 
near FM 511 and Baker Road.   

 
Mr. Ben Medina, Director of Planning and Community Development, noted that 

the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of the ordinance. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Carlos A. Cisneros, seconded by Commissioner 

Leonel T. Garza and carried unanimously, the public hearing was closed. 
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Commissioner Carlos A. Cisneros moved that Ordinance Number 235-2008-016 

be adopted on first reading, to authorize the closure of a portion of Old Alice Road 

located north of Emilia Lane.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Edward C. 

Camarillo and carried unanimously. 

10. Public Hearing and ACTION on FIRST READING of Ordinance Number 
235-2008-017-S to allow a Medium Commercial Specific Use (car wash, 6C) 
in a General Retail “G” (4CG) area of Lot 30 Block 7 of Rose Garden 
Subdivision located at 4015 Old Highway 77, Brownsville, Texas 78521.   

 
Mr. Ben Medina, Director of Planning and Community Development, noted that 

the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of the ordinance. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Leonel T. Garza, seconded by Commissioner 

Carlos A. Cisneros and carried unanimously, the public hearing was closed. 

Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo moved that Ordinance Number 235-2008-

017-S be adopted on first reading, to allow a Medium Commercial Specific Use (car 

wash.) 6-C in a General Retail “G” (4CG) area of Lot 30, Block 7 of Rose Garden 

Subdivision located at 4015 Old Highway 77, Brownsville, Texas. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Leonel T. Garza and carried unanimously. 
 

___________________________ 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
11. Consideration and ACTION regarding the City of Brownsville’s holidays’ 

schedule.   
 

Mr. Charlie Cabler, City Manager, presented the proposed amended holiday 

schedule for the City of Brownsville, noting that the proposed holiday schedule would 

match the Brownsville Public Utilities Board schedule. He further noted that the 

Christmas Day holiday would include Christmas Eve. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo, seconded by 

Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani and carried unanimously, the City of Brownsville’s 

holiday schedule was approved as presented.  
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12. Consideration and ACTION on Resolution Number 2008-035 authorizing 
the renaming of Brownsville Road to Sports Park Boulevard.  

 
Dr. Delina Barrera, Executive Director of the Brownsville Community 

Improvement Corporation (BCIC) presented the resolution. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Charlie Atkinson, seconded by Commissioner 

Ricardo Longoria, Jr., and carried unanimously, Resolution Number 2008-035 was 

approved as presented, to authorize the renaming of Brownsville Road to “Sports Park 

Boulevard”. 
 
13. Consideration and ACTION on Resolution Number 2008-039 authorizing the 

Brownsville Community Improvement Corporation (BCIC) to borrow from 
the City of Brownsville approximately $3.2 million and providing for 
repayment and dealing with related matters.   

 
Mr. Pete Gonzalez, Finance Director, noted that, should the loan be authorized, 

BCIC would repay the loan over a ten-year period. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Charlie Atkinson, seconded by Commissioner 

Edward C. Camarillo and carried unanimously, Resolution Number 2008-039 was 

approved, authorizing the Brownsville Community Improvement Corporation to borrow 

from the City of Brownsville approximately $3.2 million and provide for repayment.  

14. Consideration and ACTION on Resolution Number 2008-038 expressing 
official intention to reimburse with tax-exempt obligation proceeds for costs 
incurred to acquire land adjacent to the Sports Park.  

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Charlie Atkinson, seconded by Commissioner 

Edward C. Camarillo and carried unanimously, Resolution Number 2008-038 was 

approved, expressing official intent to reimburse with tax exempt obligation proceeds for 

costs incurred to acquire land adjacent to the Sports Park. 

 

___________________________ 
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PURCHASES/BIDS/CONTRACTS: 
 
15. Consideration and ACTION to adopt an Inter-local Agreement between the 

City of Brownsville and the Brownsville Community Improvement 
Corporation (BCIC) whereby the BCIC agrees to pay all of the debt service 
requirements resulting from an approximate $3.2 million certificates of 
obligation to be issued by the City for the BCIC.   

 
Commissioner Charlie Atkinson moved that an Inter-Local Agreement between 

the City of Brownsville and the Brownsville Community Improvement Corporation be 

adopted, whereby the BCIC agrees to pay all of the debt service requirements resulting 

from an approximate $3.2 million in certificates of obligation to be issued by the City 

for the BCIC. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leonel T. Garza and carried 

unanimously. 

16. Consideration and ACTION to authorize the City Manager to execute the 
Brownsville Sports Park Joint Maintenance Agreement with the 
Brownsville Community Improvement Corporation (BCIC) for Fiscal Year 
2008.  

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Charlie Atkinson, seconded by Commissioner 

Edward C. Camarillo and carried unanimously, the City Manager was authorized to 

execute the Brownsville Sports Park Joint Maintenance Agreement with the 

Brownsville Community Improvement Corporation for Fiscal Year 2008. 

17. Consideration and ACTION to authorize the Brownsville Fire Department 
to accept a grant for the amount of $15,000 from the Texas Department of 
State Health Services (DSHS) for the purchase of EMS equipment.   

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Carlos A. Cisneros, seconded by Commissioner 

Charlie Atkinson and carried unanimously, the Brownsville Fire Department was 

authorized to accept a grant, in the amount of $15,000, from the Texas Department of 

State Health Services (DSHS) for the purchase of EMS equipment. 
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18. Consideration and ACTION to authorize the acceptance and expenditure of 
the Governor’s Division of Emergency Management (GDEM) Fiscal Year 
2007 Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) awarded to the 
Brownsville Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security in 
the amount of $210,215.47.   

 
Commissioner Carlos A. Cisneros moved that the Brownsville Office of 

Emergency Management be authorized to accept and expend the Governor’s Division 

of Emergency Management (GDEM) Fiscal Year 2007 Homeland Security Grant 

Program award, in the amount of $210,215.47.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani and carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Mayor Ahumada, Commissioners Troiani, Garza, Longoria, 

Cisneros, and Camarillo; 

Nayes: None; 

Abstention: None.  

Commissioner Charlie Atkinson had stepped out and did not vote. 

 
19. Consideration and ACTION to authorize the acceptance of a Service 

Agreement between the Cameron County Emergency Communications 
District (CCECD) and the City of Brownsville regarding the provision of 
certain dispatcher training in connection with the operation of CCECD’s 
Emergency Telephone Number Service (ETNS).   

 
Commissioner Leonel T. Garza moved that a Service Agreement, between the 

Cameron County Emergency Communications District (CCECD) and the City of 

Brownsville be authorized for acceptance, for the provision of certain dispatcher 

training in connection with the operation of CCECD’s Emergency Telephone Number 

Serve (ETNS).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani and 

carried unanimously. 
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20. Consideration and ACTION to authorize the acceptance and execution of a 
Local Border Security Program (Border Star) Grant awarded to the 
Brownsville Police Department, in the amount of $95,291.76 from February 
15 – August 15, 2008.   

 
Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani moved that the Brownsville Police 

Department be authorized to accept and execute a Local Border Security Program 

(Border Star) Grant, in the amount of $95,291.76, from February 15 through August 

15, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Carlos A. Cisneros and carried 

by the following vote: 

Ayes: Mayor Ahumada, Commissioners Troiani, Longoria, Cisneros, and 

Camarillo; 

Nayes: None; 

Abstention: Commissioner Atkinson. 

Commissioner Leonel T. Garza had stepped out and did not vote. 

21. Consideration and ACTION to award a contract for parking lot 
improvements at the Brownsville South Padre Island International Airport.  

 
Mr. Roberto Luna, Interim Purchasing Director, noted that the recommended 

bidder’s estimate was lower than the Engineer’s estimate by $152,884.50. 

Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr, moved that a contract, in the amount of 

$639,340.50, including all alternates, be awarded to R & R Paving, of San Benito, 

Texas, for parking lot improvements at the Brownsville South Padre Island 

International Airport. 

 The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anthony P. Troiani and carried 

unanimously. 

22. Consideration and ACTION to award a term contract for the purchase and 
delivery of uniforms for the Brownsville Urban System (BUS) Department.  

 
Commissioner Charlie Atkinson moved that a term contract, in the amount of 

$18,120.00, be awarded to Uniforms, Inc. of Dallas, Texas, for the purchase and 

delivery of uniforms for the Brownsville Urban System (BUS) Department. 




