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City of Brownsville 
Purchasing/Contracting Department 

ADDENDUM # 1 

Invitation for Bids  
for the Purchase & Delivery of Building Supplies for 

the Brownsville Planning Department 
BID No. KKS-49-0910 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT 
Please fax this page upon receipt  
Please fill in the requested information below as acknowledgment that you have received 
the Addendum noted above. If your firm is interested in participating, this sheet must be 
completed and returned or faxed to: 
 

Mr. Roberto C. Luna, Jr.  
Purchasing Director - City of Brownsville - P.O. Box 911 

City Hall 1001 E. Elizabeth St., First Floor, Suite 101 
Brownsville, Texas 78520 

Phone: (956) 548-6081 Fax: (956) 546-2711 
Email: purchasing@cob.us  

Name of Firm: 

________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________ 

City, State _________________________________________ Zip:___________ 

Telephone Number: ______________  Fax Number: _______________ 

e-mail:_________________________________________ 

( ___ ) YES, Our Company does have an interest in responding. 

( ___ )  NO, Our Company does not have an interest in responding. 
 
Name: (Print) ________________________________________  

Title: ________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________  

Date: __________________ 
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ADDENDA:   The undersigned hereby acknowledges receipt of the following addenda to the 
Specifications, all of the provisions and requirements of which Addenda have been taken into 
consideration in the preparation of the foregoing proposal. 

 

1.- Changes have been made to the Specifications: 
 
 

Original: 
 

 

Bid Opening Date: August 25, 2010 
Bid Opening Time: 4:00 p.m. 

 
Revision:  

 
 

Bid Opening Date: August 27, 2010 
Bid Opening Time: 4:00 p.m. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.- Changes have been made to the Specifications: 
 
Prices quotes must be guaranteed for a year until September 30, 2011.   Any price 
changes during the terms must be accompanied with proper documentation as 
provided by the U.S. Department of Labor Consumer Price Index (CPI), 
http://www.bls.gov/cpi/.  The City of Brownsville will reserve the right to approve or 
disapprove any request for increased prices. 
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3.- Changes have been made to the Specifications: 
 
BUY AMERICAN CLAUSE 
 
SEC. 1605. USE OF AMERICAN IRON, STEEL, AND MANUFACTURED 
GOODS. 
(a) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act may be used 
for a project for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of a public building 
or public work unless all of the iron, steel, and manufactured goods used in the project 
are produced in the United States. 
(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any case or category of cases in which the head of 
the Federal department or agency involved finds that— 
(1) applying subsection (a) would be inconsistent with the public interest; 
(2) iron, steel, and the relevant manufactured goods are not produced in the United 
States in sufficient and reasonably available quantities and of a satisfactory quality; or 
(3) inclusion of iron, steel, and manufactured goods produced in the United States will 
increase the cost of the overall project by more than 25 percent. 
(c) If the head of a Federal department or agency determines that it is necessary to 
waive the application of subsection (a) based on a finding under subsection (b), the 
head of the department or agency shall publish in the Federal Register a detailed 
written justification as to why the provision is being waived. 
(d) This section shall be applied in a manner consistent with United States obligations 
under international agreements. 
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4.- Changes have been made to the Specifications: 
 

Restrictions on Lobbying Activity 
 
A.  Prohibited Contacts During Contract Evaluation 
 
A vendor/contractor or a vendor’s/contractor’s agent/representative is prohibited from contacting city officials, 
including elected officials, and employees regarding a proposed contract from the time a Request for Proposal 
(RFP), a Request for Statements of Qualifications (RFQ-SOQ), a Bid Solicitation (IFB) or other solicitation has 
been released until the contract has been acted on by the City Commission.   If contact is required, such 
contact will be done in accordance with procedures incorporated into the solicitation document.  Violation of 
this provision by contractors, respondents or their agents, including lobbyists, may lead to disqualification of 
the respondent’s offer.    
 
B.  A Lobbyists or Vendor/ Contractor May Not Place City Official Under Personal Obligation 

 
A Lobbyist or a Vendor/Contractor or any of their agents may not do any act or refrain from any act for the 
express purpose and intent of placing any city official under personal obligation to the Lobbyist or Vendor/ 
Contractor. 

 
C.  False Statements 

 
A lobbyist or the vendor/contractor or any of their agents/representatives cannot intentionally or knowingly 
make any false or misleading statement of fact to any city official, or cause a copy of a document with false 
information to be received by an official without notifying the official in writing of the truth.  Likewise, a 
registrant who learns that a statement in a registration form or activity report during the previous 3 years is 
false must correct that statement within 30 days by written notification to the Office of the City Secretary. 

 
D.  Use of False Identification 

 
A lobbyist or the vendor/contractor or any of their agents/representatives cannot communicate with a city 
official in the name of any fictitious person or in the name of any real person, without that person’s consent. 

 
E.  Improper Influence 

 
A lobbyist or the vendor/contractor or any of their agents/representatives cannot cause or influence the 
introduction of any ordinance, resolution, appeal, application, petition, nomination, or amendment for the 
purpose of later being employed as a lobbyist to secure its granting, denial, confirmation, rejection, passage, 
or defeat. 
 
F.  Improper Representation 

 
A lobbyist or the vendor/contractor or any of their agents/representatives cannot represent that the person can 
control or obtain the vote or action of any city official.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

1  City Official – the Mayor, members of the City Commission, City Manager, Assistant City Managers, Department and Division Heads, and Municipal Court Judge of the City 
of Brownsville.
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Disclosures and Requirements for City Vendors/Contractors 
 
Lobbyists are often retained for the purpose of assisting vendor/contractor seeking to do business with the city. 
 The standards of conduct applicable to city contractors or other vendor/contractor of lobbyists are discussed 
below. 
 
A.  Prohibited Contacts During Contract Evaluation 
 
A vendor/contractor or a vendor’s/contractor’s agent is prohibited from lobbying activities with city officials, 
including elected officials, and employees regarding a proposed contract from the time a Request for Proposal 
(RFP), a Request for statements of Qualifications (RFQ-SOQ), a Bid Solicitation (IFB) or other solicitation has 
been released until the contract is posted as a City Commission agenda item.   If contact is required, such 
contact will be done in accordance with procedures incorporated into the solicitation document.  Violation of 
this provision by respondents or their agents, including lobbyists, may lead to disqualification of the 
respondent’s offer.    There is a parallel no-contact provision for lobbyists and their agents. 
 
B.  The City’s Discretionary Contracts Disclosure Form 
 
When seeking a discretionary1[2] city contract, the contractor must submit a form disclosing: 
 

 the identity of all parties to the contract;  
 subcontractors;  
 partners, parent or subsidiary business entities of any party to the contract;  
 any lobbyist or public relations firm that has been employed for a purpose related to the contract.  

 
The vendor/contractor must also disclose all political contributions2[3] totaling more than $100 made by the 
parties or the other individuals or entities listed on the form made directly or indirectly to: 
 

 any current or former member of City Commission, including the Mayor; 
 any candidate for City Commission, including the Mayor; 
 any political action committee (PAC) that contributes to City Commission elections. 

 
Indirect contributions include contributions made by an individual’s spouse or by the officers, owners, 
attorneys, or registered lobbyists of the entity.   
 
Indirect contributions do not include contributions by owners of a business entity who hold less than 5% of the 
fair market value or voting stock of the entity.  If a publicly traded corporation seeks to contract with the city, it 
will not be required to list contributions made by its shareholders whose holdings are less than 5%.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2  “Discretionary contract” means any contract other than those which by law must be awarded on a low or high qualified bid process.  They do not include contracts subject to Section 
252.022(a)(7) of the Texas Local Government Code or those contracts not involving an exercise of judgment or choice. 

3  Political contributions include both campaign and officeholder contributions.  

                                                           
 
 



 
Invitation for Bids for the Purchase & Delivery of Building Supplies for the Brownsville Planning Department 

BID #KKS-49-0910                                                                   Addendum # 1                                Due Date: August 27, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

S:\Departments\DEPT-Purchasing\DEPT-212-Purchasing-Private\Robert\Data_02\Purchasing Dept\FY2010\Departments\Planning\Katrina Cottages Supplies\Addendum 1.doc                                             Page 6 of 8 

 
C.  Chapter 176 of the Local Government Code 
 
Effective January 1, 2006, Chapter 176 of the Local Government Code requires all vendors or those who seek 
to contract for the sale or purchase of property, goods, or services with a local governmental entity to submit a 
completed “conflict of interest questionnaire” with the Office of the City Secretary within seven (7) days after 
the person: 
 

1)  begins contract discussions or negotiations; or 
 
2) submits an application, response to a request for proposal or bids, correspondence, or another 

writing related to a potential agreement with the local governmental entity. 
 
The questionnaire requires the vendor/contractor or contract seeker to disclose business or employment 
relationships with Commissioners, Mayor and the City Manager.   The Texas Ethics Commission is 
responsible for drafting the questionnaire and a link to the form on the Texas Ethics Commission website is 
posted on the “Forms” page of the city’s ethics webpage.   It is subject to change and anyone subject to the 
requirement should consult the TEC website to obtain the most up-to-date form. 

 
Violation of Chapter 176 of the Local Government Code is a class C misdemeanor.  Please consult your own 
legal counsel for questions about compliance. 

 
D.  Political Contribution Prohibition 
 
Any person or company official acting as a legal signatory for a proposed “high-profile” city contract cannot 
make a political contribution to any Commissioner or candidate from the time a Request for Proposal (RFP), 
Request for Statements of Qualifications (RFQ-SOQ) or Invitation for Bids (IFB) is issued or from the time 
negotiations or discussions for a contract for which no competitive solicitation begins until thirty (30) days after 
the contract is awarded.  
 
The designation of “high-profile” is assigned in accordance with the City of Brownsville Purchasing Policy 
Manual. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. “High-Profile”- A designation of profile assessment, based on contract value, level of community interest, non-competitive acquisition, and contract complexity.  
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AUTHORIZED CONTACT FORM: 

This *IFB/RFP/SOQ has been issued by City of Brownsville Purchasing & Contract Services Department. 
The Purchasing & Contract Services Department shall be the vendor’s sole point of contact with regard to 
the IFB/RFP/SOQ, its content, and all issues concerning it. 

All communication regarding this IFB/RFP/SOQ shall be directed to an authorized representative of City 
Purchasing & Contract Services Department. The Purchasing Director or Assistant Director facilitating this 
IFB/RFP/SOQ is identified on the cover page, along with his or her telephone number, and he or she shall 
be the primary point of contact for discussions or information pertaining to the IFB/RFP/SOQ. Contact with 
any other City representative, including elected officials, for the purpose of discussing this IFB/RFP/SOQ, its 
content, or any other issue concerning it, is prohibited unless authorized by the Purchasing & Contract 
Services Department Director or Assistant Director.  Violation of this clause, by the vendor having 
unauthorized contact (verbally or in writing) with such other City representatives, may constitute grounds 
for rejection by the Purchasing & Contract Services Department of the vendor’s quotation. 

The above stated restriction on vendor contact with City representatives shall apply until the City has 
awarded a purchase order or contract to a vendor or vendors. 

 

SIGNATURE                                                               TITLE __________________ 
 
COMPANY                                                                  DATE ______________
   
 
State of                                  , County of  __________________________________        
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this            day of                              , 20        . 
 

Notary Public _______________________________                         

              My Appointment Expires: ______________________________ 
 

*  IFB – Invitation for Bids 

   RFP – Request for Proposals 
   SOQ – Statements of Qualifications 
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Submitted, 
  

         
    (Name of Bidder) 

 
 

         
     (Signature) 
 
         
         (Print) 
 
                                            _____________________ 

               Date 

 
 

END OF ADDENDUM # 1 


